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Dr. Norbert Irsch studied electrical engineering and economics at the Technical University of 
Aachen (RWTH Aachen). After he received his diplomas (1971 and 1974) he worked with the 
German Monopolies Commission until 1977. Then he earned a doctor’s degree during his period 
as an assistant lecturer at the RWTH Aachen. In 1981 he entered Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau 
(Frankfurt/Main) originally as a project manager and then as Senior Economist in the Economic 
Research Department. In 1990 he switched to the Export and Project Finance Department and 
was appointed Deputy Head of Department. At the end of 1993 he became the Deputy Head of 
Department of KfW's secretariat for European affairs and was in charge of the establishment, 
support and refinancing of promotional banks abroad, especially in Central and Eastern 
European countries. Since 1996 he has been the Head of KfW’s Economic Research Department 
and since 2000 the Chief Economist of KfW. 
 


