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A New Proposal for Corporate  
Tax Reform: Is the CCCTB a  
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Vanessa Houlder covers taxation for the Financial 
Times and has written extensively about internation-
al tax policy over the last decade. She has been work-
ing for the FT since 1988, reporting on companies, 
property markets, technology, management, the en-
vironment and economics. Houlder holds a degree 
in Natural Sciences from the University of Cambridge 
and a postgraduate diploma in journalism.

Gaëtan Nicodème is head of unit “Economic Analy-
sis, Evaluation & Impact Assessment Support” in DG 
TAXUD at the European Commission. His research in-
terests are corporate taxation and taxation of savings 
with emphasis on the European Union. Nicodème is 
a Belgian national. He holds a PhD in economics and 
management sciences.

Christoph Spengel is Professor of International Taxa-
tion at the University of Mannheim, a Research Asso-
ciate at ZEW and a Director of the Mannheim Leibniz 
ScientificCampus MaTax. His main research interests 
are in the areas of international taxation, company 
taxation in the European Union and tax accounting.

Stef van Weeghel is PwC’s Global Tax Policy Leader 
and Professor of International Tax Law at the Univer-
sity of Amsterdam. He chairs the Permanent Scientif-
ic Committee of the International Fiscal Association 
and also the Board of Trustees of the International 
Bureau of Fiscal Documentation. He holds a PhD in 
law from the University of Amsterdam. 

THOUGHT
FOOD FOR



Please confirm your participation no later than 20 January 2017  
by registering at https://de.xing-events.com/Lunch25January2017

A New Proposal for Corporate Tax Reform:  
Is the CCCTB a Comprehensive Answer to Tax 
Challenges in our Globalised Economy?

Wednesday, 25 January 2017, 12:00 – 2:00 pm

Following the European Commission’s proposal of October 2016 to re-
launch the Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base (CCCTB), this ZEW 
Lunch Debate will focus on the design and implications of the new rules. 
Is the CCCTB an efficient tool for making corporate taxation in the EU fair-
er, more competitive and more growth-friendly? What are the benefits of 
a Common Corporate Tax Base (CCTB) as a first-stage solution? How might 
we expect enterprises to react towards the second-stage formula appor-
tionment? And finally, what will the longer-term effects of a CCCTB be on 
growth, jobs and investment in the EU?

12:00 	 Lunch 

12:30  	Welcome Address 
	 Johannes Jung, Head of the Representation  

of the State of Baden-Württemberg to the EU

	 Presentation: 
	 Christoph Spengel, University of Mannheim and ZEW

	 Panel Debate and Discussion with the Audience 
	 Gaëtan Nicodème · Christoph Spengel · Stef van Weeghel 

	 Moderation: Vanessa Houlder
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ZEW Lunch Debate Series:
Economic Recovery in Europe
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About the ZEW Lunch Debate Series

With our ZEW Lunch Debates we aim to encourage discussion of 
the economic challenges facing the European Union. Taking place 
quarterly since 2014, the ZEW Lunch Debates address a diverse 
range of topics that have a particular impact on economic growth, 
welfare, social inclusion, and quality of life in Europe. Events in 
this series provide a platform for controversial, open and commit-
ted debate: a ZEW economist delivers an introductory statement 
to which external experts then respond. The audience is invited 
to contribute their expertise. 

Upcoming Lunch Debates 

>	 Making the Most of the European Fiscal Boardy 
27 April 2017

>	 R&I Policy: Joint Programming Initiatives   
31 May 2017

>	 Brexit and its Implications for the Financial Markets  
27 September 2017

>	 State Aids   
Autumn 2017, exact date to be confirmed

For further enquiries, please get in touch with us at  
LunchDebates@zew.de

About ZEW

The Centre for European Economic Research (ZEW) in Mannheim 
is one of Germany’s leading economic research institutes and 
enjoys a strong reputation throughout Europe. The institute con-
ducts research of the highest quality and provides scienctifical-
ly based economic policy advice. ZEW is a member of the Leibniz 
Association and covers a broad spectrum of research areas, from 
innovation policy including ICT issues, to labour markets, to fis-
cal and monetary governance, as well as environmental econom-
ics and energy policy.
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Representation of the State of Baden-Württemberg 
to the European Union  
Rue Belliard 60-62 · B-1040 Brussels

L 7, 1 · 68161 Mannheim
P.O. Box 10 34 43 · 68034 Mannheim · Germany
Phone	+	49  621  1235 - 01 
Fax	 +	49  621  1235 - 255
Internet	 www.zew.eu

ZEW Lunch Debate Series:
Economic Recovery in Europe


