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Europe’s Digital Future:  
Prospects and Challenges
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Clemens Fuest is ZEW President and professor of eco-
nomics at the University of Mannheim. His research 
focuses on fiscal policy, public finance, and the Euro- 
zone debt crisis. Fuest is also a member of the EU’s 
inter-institutional High Level Group on Own Resources 
chaired by Mario Monti.

Irene Bertschek heads the ZEW “ICT” Research Depart-
ment and is professor of applied empirical economic 
research at the University of Mannheim. Her current 
research interests are the impacts of ICT on labour pro-
ductivity, innovation activity, and workplace organisa-
tion. Bertschek has participated as a partner in sever-
al EU research projects and is a member of numerous 
expert  groups, such as the “Innovative Digitisation of 
the Economy” platform of the German Ministry for Eco-
nomic Affairs and Energy.

Lucilla Sioli is head of the “European Semester and 
Knowledge Base” unit in the EC’s DG Connect. Her unit 
monitors trends and performance in the digital econ-
omy, is responsible for country monitoring in the con-
text of Europe2020, and for the publication of the Dig-
ital Agenda Scoreboard. The unit also focuses on the 
impact of ICT on labour markets. Sioli holds a PhD in 
economics from the University of Southampton and 
one from the Catholic University of Milan.

Laurent Zibell is policy adviser at industriAll European 
trade union, in charge of technology, innovation and 
ICT. IndustriAll represents 6.9 million working men and 
women across supply chains in manufacturing, mining 
and energy sectors. Prior to this, Zibell worked as an 
R&D engineer, an early stage venture capital investor, 
and as the manager of a think-tank. He obtained his 
PhD in innovation economics at Cranfield University. 

THOUGHT
FOOD FOR



Europe’s Digital Future: Prospects 
and Challenges
Wednesday, 17 February 2016, 12 – 2 pm

Customised products and services, flexible working conditions, pro-
ductivity growth, and increasing prosperity – these are the promises 
of a digitised and connected economy. How does the performance of 
the EU and its member states compare to the goals specified in the 
Digital Agendas at European and national levels? Are the actors on 
track, or do they get lost in a jungle of initiatives, directives and regu- 
lations? What are the prospects for Europe’s industrial sectors and 
industrial jobs?

This ZEW Lunch Debate addresses the economic aspects of digitisation, 
the prospects it offers, and the challenges it poses to firms, employees 
and policy-makers.

12:00  Lunch 

12:30   Welcome Addresses
Johannes Jung, Head of the Representation  
of the State of Baden-Württemberg to the EU

Clemens Fuest, President of ZEW

Presentation: “Europe’s Digital Future: 
Prospects and Challenges”
Irene Bertschek, Head of ZEW Research Department  
“Information and Communication Technologies”

Panel Debate 

Lucilla Sioli, DG Connect, European Commission

Laurent Zibell, industriAll European Trade Union

Irene Bertschek, ZEW

Debate with the Audience
Moderation: Clemens Fuest
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Representation of the State of Baden-Württemberg 
to the European Union  
Rue Belliard 60-62 · B-1040 Brussels

ZEW Lunch Debate Series

L 7, 1 · 68161 Mannheim
P.O. Box 10 34 43 · 68034 Mannheim · Germany
Phone + 49  621  1235 - 01 
Fax + 49  621  1235 - 255
Internet www.zew.eu

About the ZEW Lunch Debate Series

With our ZEW Lunch Debates we aim to encourage discussion 
on current economic challenges in Europe. They shed light on 
different aspects of the crisis that have a particular impact on 
economic growth, welfare, social inclusion, and quality of life. 
Events in this series provide a platform for controversial, open, 
and committed debate: a ZEW economist delivers an introduc-
tory statement, external experts give a response. The audience 
is invited to contribute their expertise.

Upcoming Lunch Debate 

> The Capital Markets Union: Possible Without the Banking 
and the Fiscal Union?

 15 June 2016

For enquiries, get in touch with us at LunchDebates@zew.de

About ZEW

The Centre for European Economic Research (ZEW) in Mannheim 
is one of Germany’s leading economic research institutes and 
enjoys a strong reputation throughout Europe. The institute con-
ducts research of the highest quality and provides science-based 
economic policy advice. ZEW is a member of the Leibniz Asso-
ciation and covers a broad spectrum of research areas, from in-
novation policy, to labour markets, to fiscal and monetary gov-
ernance, to environmental economics and energy policy. In 2016 
the institute will celebrate its 25th anniversary.
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