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ZEW LUNCH DEBATE SERIES:
ECONOMIC RECOVERY IN EUROPE

Chances and Risks of a
European Unemployment
Benefit Scheme

Venue: Representation of the State of
Baden-Wirttemberg to the European Union

20 October 2016, 12 — 2 pm
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Nicole Hoffmeister-Kraut is Minister of Economic Af-
fairs, Labour and Housing of the State of Baden-Wiirt-
temberg. During her career she has worked for Morgan
Stanley and Ernst & Young, and has been a member
of the Supervisory Board of Bizerba SE & Co. KG. She

© Sascha Baumann/ holds a PhD in business administration.
allafoto.de

LaszI6 Andor served as an EU Commissioner for Em-
ployment, Social Affairs and Inclusion from 2010-
2014. Since then, he has headed the Department of
Economic Policy at Corvinus University in Budapest.
Andor completed his PhD in economics at the Hungar-
ian Academy of Sciences.

Torsten Arnswald is head of the Fiscal Policy Division
in the German Federal Ministry of Finance. Prior to this,
he served as the Chief Economic Advisor to the German
President, was an advisor in the Ministry of Finance
and the Federal Chancellery, and worked as an eco-
nomic analyst at the Deutsche Bundesbank.

Fabien Dell is a member of EU Commissioner Pierre
Moscovici’s cabinet. Before joining the EU Commis-
sion, Dell was an advisor to the former French Prime
Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault on macroeconomic and
euro zone related affairs. The former French treasury
official holds a PhD in economics.

Mathias Dolls is a senior researcher and deputy head
of ZEW’s Research Group “International Distribution
and Redistribution”. His research interests include
empirical public economics and economic policy, with
his recent work focusing on fiscal policy and the po-
tentials of fiscal integration in Europe.

Maithreyi Seetharaman is an economics and busi-
ness journalist, television anchor and executive edi-
tor. She is currently the co-chair of Fortune Magazine’s
‘Most Powerful Women International’.
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Chances and Risks of a European
Unemployment Benefit Scheme

Thursday, 20 October 2016, 12 - 2 pm

The Great Recession and the European debt crisis have reignited the
debate about deeper fiscal integration in the Eurozone. Supporters of
furtherintegration argue that fiscal risk sharing is necessary to increase
the resilience of the European economy against macroeconomic shocks.
As early as in 2012, the Four Presidents’ Report noted that fiscal inte-
gration might take the form of a common unemployment insurance
system. In spring 2017, the European Commission will present a White
Paper outlining further steps needed to complete the European Mone-
tary Union.

This Lunch Debate will focus on the potentials of a European Unem-
ployment Benefit Scheme (EUBS) as an instrument for fiscal stabilisa-
tion. Is such an integration measure still feasible and desired following
the Brexit vote? How should a EUBS be designed in order to preserve
incentives at the national level and to avoid permanent transfers?

12:00 Lunch

12:30 Welcome Address
Johannes Jung, Head of the Representation
of the State of Baden-Wirttemberg to the EU
Introduction

Nicole Hoffmeister-Kraut, Minister of Economic Affairs,
Labour and Housing of the State of Baden-Wiirttemberg

Presentation: “Chances and Risks of a
European Unemployment Benefit Scheme.”

Mathias Dolls, ZEW

Panel Debate and Debate with the Audience

Laszld Andor, Corvinus University
Torsten Arnswald, BMF

Fabien Dell, EU COM

Mathias Dolls, ZEW

Moderation: Maithreyi Seetharaman

Please confirm your participation no later than 18 October 2016 by
registering at https://en.xing-events.com/Lunch200ctober2016



About the ZEW Lunch Debate Series

With our ZEW Lunch Debates we aim to encourage discussion
on current economic challenges in Europe. They shed light on
different aspects of the crisis that have a particular impact on
economic growth, welfare, social inclusion, and quality of life.
Events in this series provide a platform for controversial, open,
and committed debate: a ZEW economist delivers an introduc-
tory statement, external experts give a response. The audience
is invited to contribute their expertise.

About ZEW

The Centre for European Economic Research (ZEW) in Mannheim
is one of Germany’s leading economic research institutes and
enjoys a strong reputation throughout Europe. The institute con-
ducts research of the highest quality and provides science-
based economic policy advice. ZEW is a member of the Leibniz
Association and covers a broad spectrum of research areas,
from innovation policy including ICT questions, to labour mar-
kets, to fiscal and monetary governance, to environmental eco-
nomics and energy policy. In 2016, the institute celebrates its
25t% anniversary.
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