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Friedrich Heinemann heads ZEW’s Research Department 
“Corporate Taxation and Public Finance” and is profes-
sor of economics at Heidelberg University. His research 
addresses federalism and European integration issues. 
Heinemann is a member of the Academic Advisory Board 
of the Berlin Institute for European Politics (IEP).

Paulina Dejmek-Hack is economic adviser to the Presi-
dent of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker. 
Since joining the Commission, she has served in a va-
riety of different positions, most significantly in the pri-
vate office of former Commissioner Barnier from 2010 
onwards and as Deputy Head of Cabinet in 2014.

Roberto Tamborini is a professor of economics at the 
University of Trento, Italy, and a senior fellow of the  
LUISS School of European Political Economy in Rome. 
His main research interests include monetary and 
financial economics, as well as European economic 
policy.

Hans Vijlbrief is Chairman of the Economic and Finan-
cial Committee and the Eurogroup Working Group. He 
has held positions in various government ministries 
and EU committees, e.g. serving as Principal Adviser 
to the Dutch Minister of Finance and as Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the EFSF until 2018. 

Silke Wettach is an EU correspondent for the German 
business weekly „Wirtschaftswoche“. She has re-
ceived numerous accolades for her work as a journal-
ist, including the Ludwig Erhard Stiftung’s award for 
young journalists and a grant from the U.S. State De-
partment. She holds a Master’s degree in economics.



Reforming the Eurozone:  
Prospects and Challenges
Wednesday, 2 May 2018, 12 – 2 pm

Several proposals on how to change the institutions of the euro area 
have been put forward. Emmanuel Macron has fuelled hopes with his 
call for a “new deal for the eurozone”. In a similar same vein, President 
of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker has proposed the cre-
ation of a “European Minister of Economy and Finance” and suggested 
that the euro area have its own separate section within the EU budget. 

Against the backdrop of these fervently discussed potential reforms, 
this Lunch Debate which is jointly organised by ZEW and EconPol will 
consider a number of questions. These include: creating an EMU re-
form package that not only makes economic sense but which both 
Northern and Southern Europe can agree on; finding a way to effec-
tively combine stabilising elements with elements that ensure a cer-
tain degree of self-reliance; precisely defining the responsibilities of a 
potential European finance minister; determining the main priorities 
of a euro area budget. We will present key findings on these questions 
based on a paper conducted by EconPol, a network of leading Euro-
pean research institutes.

12:00 	Lunch 

12:30  	Welcome Address
	 Bodo Lehmann, Head of the Representation  

of the State of Baden-Württemberg to the EU

 	 Presentation
	 Friedrich Heinemann, ZEW & Member of EconPol

 	 Debate with Speakers and Audience
	 Friedrich Heinemann, ZEW & Member of EconPol

	 Paulina Dejmek-Hack, European Commission

	 Roberto Tamborini, University of Trento &  
Member of EconPol

	 Hans Vijlbrief, Council of the EU 

	 Moderation: Silke Wettach, Wirtschaftswoche

»
»

ZEW Lunch Debate Series

Please confirm your participation no later than 25 April 2018 by 
registering at https://en.xing-events.com/lunch02May2018
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Representation of the State of Baden-Württemberg 
to the European Union  
Rue Belliard 60-62 · B-1040 Brussels

ZEW Lunch Debate Series

Centre for European Economic Research
L  7, 1 · 68161 Mannheim
P.O. Box 10 34 43 · 68034 Mannheim · Germany
Phone	+	49  621  1235 - 01 
Fax	 +	49  621  1235 - 255
Website	www.zew.eu

About the ZEW Lunch Debate Series

With our ZEW Lunch Debates we aim to encourage discussion on 
current economic challenges in Europe. They shed light on differ-
ent aspects of the crisis that have a particular impact on economic 
growth, welfare, social inclusion, and quality of life. Events in this 
series provide a platform for controversial, open, and committed 
debate: a ZEW economist delivers an introductory statement, ex-
ternal experts provide their responses. The audience is invited to 
contribute their expertise.

Upcoming Lunch Debate: 17 October 2018

>	 Beyond Horizon 2020: Translating R&D in Innovation

For enquiries, get in touch with us at LunchDebates@zew.de

About ZEW

The Centre for European Economic Research (ZEW) in Mannheim is 
one of Germany’s leading economic research institutes and enjoys 
a strong reputation throughout Europe. The institute conducts re-
search of the highest quality and provides science-based econom-
ic policy advice. ZEW is a member of the Leibniz Association and 
covers a broad spectrum of research areas from innovation policy, 
to labour markets, to fiscal and monetary governance, to environ-
mental economics and energy policy. In 2016 the institute celebrat-
ed its 25th anniversary.

About EconPol Europe

EconPol Europe, The European Network for Economic and Fiscal 
Policy Research, is a unique collaboration of policy-oriented uni-
versity and non-university research institutes that will contribute 
their scientific expertise to the discussion of the future design of 
the European Union. In 2017, the network was founded by nine Eu-
ropean research institutes. They are:  ifo Institute Munich, ZEW 
Mannheim, CEPS Brussel, CEPII Paris, IHS Vienna, Toulouse School 
of Economics, Oxford Centre for Business Taxation, Università di 
Trento and VATT Helsinki.
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