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International Finance Market Data: Assessments and Expectations
ZEW Economic Sentiment Indicator for Central and Eastern Europe, Supported by Erste Bank

ZEW, the Centre for European Economic Research, Mannheim, and Erste Bank der oesterreichischen Sparkassen, Vienna, carry out a monthly sur-
vey for Central and Eastern Europe, Austria, and the Eurozone asking financial market experts about their assessment and expectations with re-
gard to economic and financial market data. The results of the present survey conducted between 21 December 2007 and 14 January 2008 are
published in this issue of the “Financial Market Report CEE”, February 2008. 81 financial market experts participated in this month’s survey.

Real GDP Growth of 5 percent
in 2008 and 2009 for CEE expected

The monthly survey among financial market experts conduc-
ted by the Centre for European Economic Research (ZEW),
Mannheim, and supported by Erste Bank der oesterreichi-
schen Sparkassen, Vienna, recorded slightly lower expecta-
tions for the Central and Eastern European (CEE) region’s
economy in January. The CEE indicator fell by 6.3 points

to -29.0 points. However, more than half of the survey parti-
cipants still do not expect a significant change of business ac-
tivity in the region. The experts assess the current situation of
the CEE countries as increasingly positive. Within the special
question in January the experts forecast a GDP growthfor the
CEE region of nearly 5 percent in 2008 and 2009.

Economic Outlook for CEE countries, Austria and the Eurozone

The CEE indicator, calculated as the balance of positive and
negative assessments of the economic outlook over the next
six months, fell by 6.3 points to -29.0 points in January. How-
ever, the majority (54.8 percent) of surveyed analysts still do
not expect a significant change of the economic development
inthe region. The proportion of financial experts who are pes-
simistic about the economic outlook gained five percentage
points. This resulted in a slight drop of the indicator. In con-
trast, the experts assess the current situation of the CEE coun-
tries as increasingly positive. The balance rose by 4.7 points
and reaches 37.9 points in January. The fraction of partici-
pants who judge the current situation as good increased on
the account of those who judge the situation as acceptable.

Concerning Austria, the survey results developed in just the
opposite way. While economic expectations forthe upcoming
months have improved, the assessment of the current situa-
tion has moderately declined. The respective indicator bal-
ances of Austria and the CEE countries thus move toward each
other. The sentiment indicator for Austria lies at -30.1 points
and the balance for the current situation at 43.4 points. In
both cases the majority of experts chose “neutral” as theiran-
swer. The economic expectations forthe euro area continued
to worsen. The balance declined markedly by 16.2 points to -
63.3 points.

Just like in the December survey, the financial experts pre-
dict rising inflation rates in the upcoming six months for CEE,
Austria and Eurozone. The respective balances forthe CEE and
the Eurozone fell, but remain on a high level. The balance for

the CEE region fell most strongly by 16.4 points to 47.6
points. The balance for Austria was the only one within the sur-
veyed countries that rose in January (+8.2 points to 53.8
points).

Concerning long and short term interest rates, significant-
ly fewer financial experts predict rising rates. For the first time
they forecast a cut of the three-month-interbank rate in the Eu-
rozone. The corresponding balance fell by 20.6 points to-18.6
points. Nevertheless, 57.6 percent of the participants do not
expect a change in the interest rate.

The expectations for the development of the stock markets
sagged in January. The balances for the ATX, NTX and Eu-
rostoxx 50 dropped by 19.0 points, 13.9 points and 15.4
points respectively to -4.0 points, -7.3 points and -9.0 points.

Indicators for CEE, Austria and the Eurozone (balances)

[ | CEE Eurozone I Austria
Current economic I 37.9
situation 17.4
I 434
i s -29.0 INEE———
expectations -30,1 I—
I 47.6
Inflation rate 442
I 538
7.3 1
Stock market -9.0
-40m

-70 -60 -50 -40 -30 -20-10 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Balance of positive and negative assessment category chosen by respondents of the
Financial Market Survey CEE Source: ZEW




2 | ZEW Financial Market Report CEE - February 2008

Strong business activity in Slovakia
and the Czech Republic; declining
economic expectations in Poland

Indicators for the Czech Republic, Poland, and Slovakia
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Good current economic
environment in Croatia; weaker
prospects for Romania

Indicators for Croatia, Hungary, and Romania

Bl Croatia Romania M Hungary

i I
Current economic 283

situation 2e2

413 E—

Economic 80 -9.4
expectations 330
I 491
Inflation rate 40.7
-8.0 W
Short-term [
interest rates 446
-62.4 I——
Long-term 241
int t rat 45.5
interest rates 508
79
Stock market 117
-52
Exchange rate o9 I 8.7
. Ed w37
vs. Euro ™
-80 -60 -40 -20 0 20 40 60 80

Balance of positive and negative assessment category chosen by respondents of the
Financial Market Survey CEE Source: ZEW

One of the most positive results of this month’s survey are
the assessments of the current economic situation in Poland,
the Czech Republic and Slovakia. The indicator for Slovakia
gained 8.4 points, rising to 62.3 points, the highest of all
countries and regions in this month’s issue. While the Czech
Republic achieved the second best score for the current sit-
uation (58.3 points), the balance declined slightly (-5.2
points). The balance for Poland fell by 3.6 points to 48.4.

The economic expectations for the next six months are all
negative and have declined slightly compared to the last
month. The indicator for Poland fell most pronouncedly by
11.7 points to -25.4 points, however, the other countries’ bal-
ances remain nearly unchanged.

With regard to inflation rates, the survey participants
quite clearly expect rising rates. The balances remain on a
high level and are nearly unchanged from December’s results.
The highest balance within all CEE countries was achieved in
the Czech Republic (60.4 points), followed by the balances
in Poland and Slovakia (both 54.4 points).

Inline with the predictions for the inflation rates, the short
term interest rates in Poland and the Czech Republic are ex-
pected to rise (48.2 and 48.9 points in balance). Slovakia is
an exception asthe balanceis only-7.8. The analysts predict
the long-term interest rates to increase, with a balance of 24.0
points for Slovakia, 14.0 points for Poland and 36.0 points for
the Czech Republic.

The expectations concerning the stock market develop-
mentin the three countries are rather cautious. The balances
forthe PX50, WIG and SAX dropped and turned negative. This
indicates that the majority of experts predict a decrease of all
three indices in the next six months.

Finally, the majority of financial experts do not predict a
change in the exchange rates. However, the balances point
towards an appreciation of the local currencies against the
Euro in Poland and Slovakia.

Starting with the current state of the three economies,
Croatia is the only one that the analysts assess positively with
a balance of 28.3 points after a slight drop by 3.6 points.
Although more than 40 percent of the experts evaluate the cur-
rent economic environment in Hungary and Romania as ac-
ceptable, the two countries achieved in January again the sole
negative balances within the CEE countries (-41.3 points and
-28.2 points). The economic expectations are in a declining
process for all three countries at the moment, especially for
Romania with a balance of -49.0 points. The picture is less
clearregarding Croatia (increase by 7.6 points to -9.4 points),
and Hungary took a sharp drop by 25.5 points to -3.3 points.

Inflation rates are anticipated to go up in Croatia (49.1
points) and Romania (40.7 points), except Hungary where the
balance is -8.0 points. The financial experts are very decided
on short-term interest rate drops in Hungary (-62.4 points). Re-
versely, Romania’s short-term interest rate is expected to jump
(44.6 points), whereas Croatia’s balance is only 13.6 points.

Looking at the long-term interest rates, the results are
also mixed. Most of the experts forecast rate cuts in Hungary
(-50.8 points), but ascending rates in Romania. There is no
clear picture concerning Croatia (-2.4 points after a drop by
13.0 points).

Stock market balances do not point towards a clear state-
ment either. While 49.0 percent of the survey participants ex-
pect the Romanian BET to decrease (up 12.0 percentage
points compared with December) and the balance became
negative (-11.7 points), the balance for the Hungarian BUX fell
only marginally by 3.1 points to -5.2 points. The balance for
the Croatian CROBEX is the only positive one (7.9 points) de-
spite the decrease by 7.4 points.

Concluding with the exchange rates, the Croatian KUNA is
expected to appreciate, while Romania’s Lei should depreci-
ate against the Euro. The indicator balance in Romania lost
31.4 points and now reaches -39.2.
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Special Question: Real GDP growth of nearly 5 percent expected

for CEE region in 2008 and 2009

This edition’s special question deals with expectations and
anticipations concerning GDP growth and inflation rates. The
financial experts were asked to give their estimation of the
average annual rate. On that basis mean values were calcu-
lated.

In 2007 inflation rates increased toward the end of the
year. In the Eurozone the inflation rose from 1.8 percent (an-
nual rate) in January to 3.1 percent in December. In the Unit-
ed States, inflation rates climbed from 2.1 percent in January
to 4.3 percent in November. Energy prices hovering near
record levels and rising food prices among others contributed
to this development. The CEE states were not spared of this.
Strong growth additionally fuelled inflation in Central and
Eastern Europe.

Inthe second half of 2007, the US housing market crisis im-
paired GDP growth. Growth in the fourth quarter 2007 is sup-
posed to be decidedly lowerthan in the third quarter 2007, not
only in the United States, but also in Europe.

To a certain extent, the survey results reflect this develop-
ment. In 2008 the financial experts expect GDP growth in the
United States (1.85 percent) to be lower than in the EU (2.19
percent). According to the survey, the economies should pick
up speed ayearlater.In 2009 growth in the two economies is
supposed to be roughly on par, 2.40 percent in the United
States and 2.37 percent in the EU. In the CEE countries the
survey participants expect to see a solid performance. They
estimate the growth rate to be 4.90 percentin 2008 and 4.97
percentin 2009. Thereby 53 percent (55 percent) of the experts
predict a GDP growth in 2008 (2009) in the range between 4.1
and 5.0 percent and 27 percent (31 percent) expect a growth
between 5.1 percent and 6.0 percent.

Concerning inflation rates, the survey participants gener-
ally expect inflation rates to be lower in 2009 than in 2008.
They predict a fallin the CEE region from 4.59 percent to 4.05
percent, and in the EU a fall from 2.73 percent to 2.39 percent.
The US inflation rate in both years is anticipated to be higher

Figure 4a: Forecasts for GDP growth in 2008 and 2009
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Figure 4b: Forecasts for inflation rates in 2008 and 2009
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thaninthe EU: 3.18 percentin 2008 and 2.05 percentin 2009.
Itis noteworthy that the survey participants do not expect the
current economic difficulties to persist over a longer period of
time. The outlook for the European economy in 2008 is more
positive than the forecast concerning the United States, while
the CEE states hold their course.

Figure 4c: Forecasts for GDP growth and inflation rates in CEE 2008 and 2009
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ZEW-Financial Market Survey: January 2008

Austria 43.4 (-2.1) 56.6 (+2.1) 0.0 (+/-0.0) 43.4 (-2.1)
Croatia 30.2 (-1.7) 67.9 (-0.2) 1.9 (+1.9) 28.3 (-36)
Czech Republic 58.3 (-52) 417 (+5.2) 0.0 (+-0.0) 58.3 (-5.2)
Hungary 7.9 (+2.1) 429 (-1.3) 49.2 (-0.8) -41.3  (+29)
Poland 51.7 (-23) 45.0 (+1.0) 3.3 (+1.3) 48.4 (-36)
Romania 12.2 (-1.0) 47.4 (-5.4) 40.4 (+6.4) -282 (-74)
Slovakia 65.6 (+9.8) 311 (-11.2) 33 (+1.4) 623 (+84)
CEE 39.4 (+4.3) 59.1 (-39) 1.5 (-0.4) 379 (+47)
Eurozone 22.2 (+3.3) 73.0 (-6.2) 4.8 (+2.9) 174 (+04)
Austria 57 (-33) 58.5 (+13.0) 35.8 (-9.7) -30.1  (+6.4)
Croatia 189 (+10.4) 52.8 (-13.2) 28.3 (+2.8) -9.4 (+7.6)
Czech Republic 6.7 (-28) 58.3 (+3.6) 35.0 (-0.8) -283 (-20)
Hungary 322  (-104) 323 (-4.7) 355 (+15.1) -33 (-255)
Poland 10.2 (-16) 54.2 (-85) 356 (+10.1) -25.4  (-11.7)
Romania 10.6 (+1.2) 298 (-13.6) 59.6 (+12.4) -49.0 (-11.2)
Slovakia 5.1 (-0.7) 67.8 (+0.5) 271 (+0.2) -220 (-0.9)
CEE 8.1 (-1.3) 548  (-3.7) 371 (+5.0) 290 (-63)
Eurozone 1.7 (-8.1) 333 (+-0.0) 65.0 (+8.1) -63.3 (-16.2)
Inflation rate increase no change decrease balance

Austria 61.5 (+5.0) 30.8 (-1.8) 7.7 (-3.2) 53.8 (+8.2)
Croatia 61.3 (-4.0) 26.5 (-39) 12.2 (+7.9) 49.1 (-11.9)
Czech Republic 69.0 (-46) 22.4 (+5.4) 8.6 (-0.8) 60.4 (-38)
Hungary 35.5 (-4.1) 21.0 (+0.2) 43.5 (+3.9) -8.0 (-8.0)
Poland 64.9 (+1.7) 24.6 (-8.1) 10.5 (+6.4) 54.4 (-4.7)
Romania 57.4 (-42) 25.9 (-29) 16.7 (+7.1) 40.7  (-11.3)
Slovakia 61.4 (-39) 31.6 (+1.0) 7.0 (+29) 54.4 (-6.8)
CEE 60.7 (-11.3) 26.2 (+6.2) 13.1 (+5.1) 476 (-16.4)
Eurozone 55.7 (-10.3) 328 (+10.8) 11.5 (-0.5) 44.2 (-9.8)

Short-term interest rates no change decrease

[rel.] [abs.]

Croatia 250 (-15.0) 44.8 (+66) 636 (+122) 447 (-53) 114 (+28) 105 (-1.3) | 136 (-17.8) 343 (+7.9)
Czech Republic 60.7 (-143) 522 (-65) 275 (+67) 239 (+43) 118 (+7.6) 239 (+22) 489 (=219) 283 (-87)
Hungary 9.0 (-155) 140 (-42) 196 (-26) 200 (-27) 714 (+181) 660 (+69) 624 (-336) 520 (-11.1)
Poland 59.7 (-3.0) 532 (-143) 288 (-38) 319 (+44) 115 (+6.8) 149 (+99) 482 (-98) 383 (-242)
Romania 574 (-13.7) 609 (-15.3) 298 (+3.1) 29.3 (+7.9) 128 (+10.6) 9.8 (+74) 446 (-243) 511 (-22.7)
Slovakia 157 (-229) 195 (-67) 608 (+85) 522 (-02) 235 (+144) 283 (+69) -7.8 (-37.3) -88 (-136)
Eurozone 119  (-121) 576 (+3.6) 305 (+85) -18.6 (-20.6)

Long-term interest rates decrease

[abs.]

Croatia 232 (-58) 325 (+39) 512 (-14) 45.9 (+88) 256 (+7.2) 216 (-127) 24 (-180) 109 (+16.6)
Czech Republic 540 (-5.6) 26.7 (-81) 280 (-39) 533 (+20.7) 18.0 (+95) 200 (-126) 36.0 (-15.1) 6.7 (+45)
Hungary 128 (-11.7) 123 (+0.4) 236 (+14) 224 (-14) 636 (+103) 653 (+1.0) -50.8 (-22.0) -53 (-0.6)
Poland 340 (-113) 273 (-70) 460 (+10.3) 38.6 (+9.7) 20.0 (+1.0) 341 (-27) 140 (-123) -6.8 (-43)
Romania 614 (-7.7) 65.8 (+5.3) 227 (+10.8) 184 (+26) 159 (-3.1) 15.8 (-79) 455 (-46) 50 (+13.2)
Slovakia 370 (-8.2) 14.6 (+14) 500 (+9.5) 56.1 (-1.8) 13.0 (-1.3) 29.3 (+0.4) 240 (-69) -147 (+1.0)
Germany 322 (-15.8) 446 (+6.6) 232 (+9.2) 9.0 (-25.0)

Stock market indices increase no change decrease balance

EURO STOXX 50 33.9 (-9.5) 23.2 (+3.6) 42.9 (+5.9) 9.0 (-154)

ATX (Austria) 36.8 (-82) 22.4 (-26) 40.8 (+10.8) -40  (-19.0)

NTX (CEE) 327  (-11.7) 27.3 (+9.5) 40.0 (+2.2) 73 (-13.9)
CROBEX (Croatia) 412 (-45) 255  (+1.6) 333 (+29) 7.9 (-7.4)

PX 50 (Czech Rep.) 346 (-10.1) 26.9 (+5.6) 385 (+4.5) -39 (-146)

BUX (Hungary) 36.2 (-2.1) 22.4 (+1.1) 414 (+1.0) -5.2 (-3.1)

WIG (Poland) 35.8 (-95) 20.8 (+1.8) 43.4 (+7.7) 76 (-17.2)

BET (Romania) 37.3 (-1.8) 137  (-10.2) 49.0 (+12.0) -11.7  (-138)

SAX (Slovakia) 30.7 (-43) 30.8 (+0.8) 38.5 (+3.5) -7.8 (-78)

SBI 20 (Slovenia) 291 (-1.6) 29.2 (-1.6) 417 (+3.2) -126 (-48)
Exchange rates (vs. Euro) appreciate no change depreciate balance

Kuna (Croatia) 31.2 (+2.3) 56.3 (+5.2) 12.5 (-7.5) 18.7  (+9.8)

Koruna (Czech Rep.) 24.6 (-8.1) 50.9 (+18.2) 245 (-10.1) 0.1 (+2.0)

Forint (Hungary) 22.4 (-0.7) 58.6 (+4.8) 19.0 (-4.1) 3.4 (+34)

Zloty (Poland) 371 (-16.1) 444 (+146) 18.5 (+1.5) 186 (-17.6)

Lei (Romania) 196 (-11.8) 216 (-78) 588 (+19.6) -39.2 (-314)

Koruna (Slovakia) 33.3 (-9.9) 53.7 (+6.0) 13.0 (+3.9) 203 (-13.8)
US-Dollar 417 (+0.1) 25.0 (-2.1) 33.3 (+2.0) 8.4 (-1.9)

Note: 81 Financial experts participated in the January survey which was conducted during the period 12/21/07-01/14/08. Analysts were asked about their expectations for the next 6 months. Numbers displayed are
percentages (month-over-month percentage point changes compared to the survey in December in parentheses). Balances refer to the differences between positive and negative assessments.

Financial Market Report CEE — published monthly
Author and Editor Centre for European Economic Research (ZEW) Mannheim
L 7,1 68161 Mannheim - P.O. Box 10 34 43 - 68034 Mannheim - Germany - www.zew.de, www.zew.eu
Mariela Borell - Dept. International Finance and Financial Management - Phone +49 (0)6211235-144 - E-mail: borell@zew.de
Erste Bank der dsterreichischen Sparkassen AG
Friedrich Mostboeck - Head of Group Research - A-1010 Vienna - Neutorgasse 17 - Dachgeschoss 1
Phone +43 (0)5 0100-11902 - Fax +43 (0)5 0100-13016 - E-mail: friedrich.mostboeck@erstebank.at - www.erstebank.at
Reprint and further distribution: only with mention of reference and sending of a voucher copy

IMPRINT



