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Appendix B: Data

e The paper uses panel data on the population of German municipalities, the sample:

— starts in 2002 and ends in 2014
— includes 11,000 to 13,000 municipalities every year

— and has 155,676 observations in total
e The data includes the following sets of variables (summary statistics in the table below):

— Town identifiers including the name and the official key (“Amtlicher Gemeinde-

schliissel”), and county and state identifiers

— Data on around 3,300 initiatives and signature requirements

*Corresponding author: Annika Havlik, Department for Corporate Taxation and Public Finance, ZEW
Mannheim, L7 1, 68161 Mannheim, Germany, annika.havlik@gess.uni-mannheim.de.



— Fiscal data, including spending and its structure and taxes including tax rates

and tax revenues

— Socioeconomic and demographic data, including population size, population over

65 years old, unemployment, commuters, local newspaper consumption, etc.

Results and turnouts for federal, European and state elections

— Other municipal characteristics, like building permits and area, including residen-

tial, industry, agriculture

e The sources of data are:

Statistik Lokal
— Mehr Demokratie e.V.
— Municipal codes

— Arbeitsagentur

Falck et al.| (2014)

e The data is available for download at:

http://ftp.zew.de/pub/persons/ZarehAsatryan/LocalGovDataDE/
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